
     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Year 2020-21 in St. Brendan’s.  -   A focus on the parish today: 

SCIAF APPEAL LAST SUNDAY   -  did you decide that you couldn’t help? We must remember the words of 

Jesus spoken at the end of Matthew’s Gospel: Lord, when did we ever see you hungry or thirsty, naked or sick or 

in prison and didn’t come to your help? I tell you solemnly in so far as you failed to help one of these, the least of 

my sisters and brothers you failed to help me.   

Bishop Toal had asked for our support on Friday 12th March  - SCIAF’S Day of Prayer and on last Saturday/Sunday       

-   for children in South Sudan with disabilities who are deprived of any kind of opportunity for education.                                                                                                            

“We need to care for and accompany people with disabilities in every condition of life  -  taking on situations of 

marginalization with strength and tenderness.”   Pope Francis.                    

Pope Francis wrote: Vatican City, Mar 18, 2021:                                                                                                               

Pope Francis has invited Catholic priests to rediscover St. Joseph and learn from his fatherhood during the year 

2021 which the pope has dedicated to him and has now extended to all families [including ours and yours] 

Speaking to priests and seminarians on Thursday, the pope said: “I invite you to rediscover in a particular way in 

prayer the figure and mission of St. Joseph, docile to the will of God, humble author of great deeds, obedient and 

creative servant.” 

“It will do you good to place yourselves and your vocations under his mantle and learn from him the art of 

fatherhood, which you are called to exercise in the communities and in the ministerial areas and services that are 

entrusted to you,”  

“We can look to him, as ministers of Christ, to draw some ideas relating to the identity of the pastor and the way 

of exercising paternity towards those entrusted to us,” he said. 

Francis emphasized the welcoming fatherhood of St. Joseph, who set aside his own projects to love and welcome 

Mary and Jesus, “a bride and a son very different from the vision of family life that he could have desired, but for 

this reason even more guarded and loved by him.” 

St. Joseph can be a good teacher in the spiritual life and discernment. Pope Francis gave the example of when a 

priest is assigned to a new parish. 

“That community pre-exists him, has its own history, made up of joys and wounds, of riches and small miseries, 

which cannot be ignored in the name of personal pastoral ideas and plans that we cannot wait to apply,”  

“This is a risk we can fall into. The new parish priest must first love the community, freely, only because he was 

sent to it,” he advised. “And slowly, by loving her, he will know her in depth and will be able to help set her on 

new paths.”  

Being a guardian is also an essential aspect of St. Joseph’s vocation. “Guarding, for St. Joseph and every priest 

inspired by him, means having a tender love for those entrusted to them and thinking of their good and their 

happiness first,” the pope said. “It is the attitude of the shepherd, who never abandons his flock, but places 

himself with respect to it in a different position based on the concrete needs of the moment: in front to open the 

way, in the middle to encourage, back to gather the lost ones,” he said 

“A priest is called to this in his relationship with the community entrusted to him.” 

Priests too must know how to dream for their community, he said, and to be ready “to start from the concrete 

history of people to promote conversion and renewal in a missionary sense, and to make grow a community on the 

journey, made up of disciples guided by the Spirit and ‘compelled’ by the love of God.” 

 

 

 

St. Brendan’s Parish    –   our place of worship will re-open next Saturday. 

If wishing to participate at Mass please enquire with Lynne or Kathleen.  Contact Lynne on 07803-314555 or 

email: lynnekellas@icloud.com or Kathleen on 07585-225837; Kathleencosgrove@btopenworld.com.                                                                                                                       

The maximum number permitted at a Requiem Mass or other form of funeral service is twenty. 

The maximum number permitted to attend a wedding is five.  

Baptisms are permitted but only if  during the celebration of Mass. Meghan and Martin Smith, recently arrived in 

this parish from St. Ignatius Parish, have arranged a baptismal Mass for their son Rory on 11th May at 2pm 

We have re-introduced the times which we had previously used for morning Mass at 9.30 each day and for the four 

Masses each weekend: 12 Noon and 6pm on Saturday and 10.30AM and 4.30pm on Sunday.  

For the Services in Holy Week beginning with Holy Thursday, we will comply with the instructions given by 

Bishop Toal to all priests. These are printed in the insert to this bulletin for all to see. Meanwhile here is the list of  

the Services we will celebrate including Easter Sunday. This has been discussed with the Stewards. It calls for 

even greater commitment in their part in service of the community. 

Holy Thursday: Morning Prayer - 9.30AM.           Mass of the Lord’s Supper at 7pm.      Night Prayer at 9pm 

Good Friday: Morning Prayer – 9.30AM;                 Service for families with young children -  12 noon;                              

The Passion Liturgy  -  3pm;                                      Evening Service of Recollection: 7pm 

Holy Saturday: Morning Prayer – 9.30AM;  Easter Vigil  -  9pm 

Easter Sunday:  Mass -  10.30AM;      Mass   -   2pm               Mass -  4.30PM        

The stewards who will implement the protocols to allow the church to re-open on 27th March are also providing 

members for the newly established Telephone Pastoral Ministry. They have adopted the name PhoneBrendans 

for this ministry. They make telephone contact with those who have given their contact details for many different 

purposes to the Church. During Easter Week the Phonebrendans will have an opportunity to share their 

experience of this new ministry in this parish and the emotions to which it gives rise.    

“On Line” Streaming of Mass from 27th March:                                                                                            

The Holy Spirit is always encouraging full, active and positive participation by parishioners in the 

Eucharist. All four Masses at the weekend will be celebrated with the full complement of fifty 

members of the parish family present. We hope they will participate ever more joyfully.  

and every Requiem Mass will be live streamed AND the Mass at 6pm on 

Saturday and both Masses on Sunday – 10.30 and 16.30.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

Mass for families with children at primary school, especially those with children about to celebrate any of 

the Sacraments of Initiation: Mass on Sunday at 10.30AM, will be celebrated for children. Fr. Ness will speak 

with the children present in the church intending deliberately to engage with them from the start of Mass and 

explaining the parts of the Mass frequently to them. Many children have not been at Mass since last March. This 

causes great concern to Fr. Ness in his pastoral, spiritual and sacramental ministry here and it cannot be 

ignored in the preparations for Reconciliation, Holy Communion and Confirmation later this year.   

Please try to follow this Mass from home as if you too are in the church with your children.  Only in this way 

can our faith be celebrated in the Home and in the Parish and in the School hand in hand.  

Next Sunday at 2pm we will celebrate Mass for and with all of the children now of P5 who received Holy 
Communion for the first time during the month of November. Mrs. Oates and other teachers and our Children’s 
Liturgy Team will participate. We look to the parents to bring their son or daughter to the church and on time. 
Parents won’t be able to join their child inside the church and there is no specific way of dressing. 
approved. 

 

 

http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/it/speeches/2021/march/documents/papa-francesco_20210318_pontificio-collegiobelga.html
mailto:lynnekellas@icloud.com
mailto:Kathleencosgrove@btopenworld.com


PRAYER INTENTION REQUESTS FROM PARISHIONERS:                                                                                                                                         

Those who died recently: Gerry Friary [Senr]; Harry Turley [Blackpool]; Janice Tierney [Hamilton];               

Ellen Paterson [formerly of Lodge Tower] 

those whose Month Mind or Anniversary occurs about now: Isobel O’Hare; Joseph McGinn; Cathie Kerr; 

Patricia Burns; 

Parish Appreciation: we thank Jim McAlinden for his great work and commitment to us during the last four 

weeks and previously too. Mass will be offered here for his intentions on Monday.  

Our belief in and our sense of FAMILY in St. Brendan’s:                                                         

The Sacraments this year for P3. P4, P6 and P7 children.                  LIFE IS PARTICIPATION.                     
For P3 children the Sacrament of Reconciliation will be celebrated on 25th May in two Services, 5.15pm and 6.30pm. 

Not all parents of the children in that class have given a Letter of Request to the Parish for the Sacrament. 

For the children of P7, the Sacrament of Confirmation will be offered on 7th, 8th and 9th June at 7pm. Each child in 
that class who wishes to receive the Sacrament has been asked since early in January to submit a Letter of Request to 
the Parish for this Sacrament. Many, but not yet all, have done so.  Each child may be accompanied by one family 
member as well as by their sponsor.  
 
The preparation programme for both Sacraments will begin in the Parish and at home immediately. Preparation by 
the Church and by the families is supported holistically by Mrs Oates and the teachers and staff in the School. The 
catechesis [teaching] that surrounds these two Sacraments will begin immediately after the Easter holiday in both 
the Parish and the School. Deepening the experience of encounter with Jesus through enjoying a feeling of 
belonging in St. Brendan's and being part of the parish family, is a matter for each family and for all parishioners.  
 
First Eucharist [Holy Communion] for the present P4 children will be celebrated on Saturday 2nd October and 

Confirmation for the present P6 children will be celebrated on a date or on dates [yet to be fixed] in November. 

 

THE YEAR OF THE FAMILY                            LIFE IS PARTICIPATION.                                                                                                                         

The Pope’s Declaration about the Year “Amoris Laetitia Family” which began on Friday, -   St. Joseph’s Day.                                                         

In St. Brendan’s we had introduced the Jam Jar Project to mark this Declaration by the Pope. Will twenty families 

from this Parish wish to take it up through and beyond Easter Sunday to Pentecost? Here’s what you are asked to do: 

1. Pick up one of the twenty Jam Jars and Prayer Cards [bound together] from the chapel house.  

2. Make use of the six pages of spiritual themes to carefully decide on things to do as a family. 

3. Retain the Jam Jar as a reminder of your commitment to your tasks and as a means of storing items of 

value or of future activity within and perhaps beyond Pentecost Sunday.  

4. Pray the daily Prayer of Pope Francis to the Holy Family printed on the Prayer Card with the Jam Jar  

Children’s Stations of the Cross: the Redemptorist “activity” booklet [nine copies] is still available in the box at 

the entrance to the church for collection without charge by families for praying at home with their children.  

Parish 200 Club for the year 2021-22: please renew by placing payment (cheque payable to St Brendan’s Church or 

Cash) for £24 per membership in an envelope, with Name, Address and Contact Telephone Number   

Envelope/payment can be handed in to Church or to John Campbell, 5 Annan Grove, ML1 2BS.  If anyone is paying 

by direct bank payment to the Parish’s Bank Account please telephone John on 269277 to confirm.                                      

101 memberships last year and target this year is at least that  -   so far 36 have re-joined. Would you not wish to 

contribute to our parish fundraising activity when you can see the generosity of many parishioners around you?  

 

 

 

  

Fifth Sunday in the Season of Lent.  Twenty-first March 2021. 

SCIAF   -    a Reminder   -   did you contribute in answer to the Appeal? 

Liturgies during this week: 

Monday to Friday: Mass at 8.30 AM in the church for the Primary School 

children [Broadcast on the School APP and on our Facebook page.] 

Monday to Friday: Mass at 9.30AM with one parishioner attending. 

 

Saturday at 12 Noon and at 6pm: Vigil Mass for Sunday. 50 persons attending. 

Saturday at 7pm this weekend and next Saturday: Father Ness will speak to the 

children of primary school age and t their parents on our Facebook page - open 

to all children of all ages. 

Sunday: Mass at 10.30AM and at 4.30p.   50 persons attending. 

 

The parish’s Facebook page and Twitter feed show any changes to the schedule. 

                                                                                      

http://www.facebook.com/saintbrenrc
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THE BISHOPS’ CONFERENCE OF SCOTLAND 

GUIDELINES FOR THE CELEBRATION OF HOLY WEEK AND THE SACRED TRIDUUM 2021 

 

Continued Importance of Hygiene Measures 

The Church in Scotland is part of a wider community in which the possibilities of virus 

transmission are still high.  Since we were last able to worship communally, a variant of the 

virus which is significantly more transmissible has become the dominant strain in Scotland.  It 

is essential, therefore, that the hygiene practices for the safety of those participating in 

communal worship are strictly adhered to. 

These include but are not limited to: 

• The wearing of face coverings in church by the faithful (unless the person has a valid 

exemption from this regulation) 

• Physical distancing of people within the church building 

• Stewarding of the church premises to assist the faithful  

• As much ventilation as possible in the church to minimise the risk of aerosol 

transmission 

• Frequent hand cleansing, either with sanitiser or washing 

• Suitable one-way systems in the building to prevent excessive interaction between 

people from different households and separate entrance and exit points where 

possible 

• Cleaning of the church building after each act of public worship 

• Keeping a register of names and a contact detail of those in attendance at each 

gathering 

• The timely departure of the faithful after the acts of worship avoiding congregating in 

car parks or on the streets outside the church. 

Priests, even if they have received a first or both doses of the vaccine, must continue to wear 

a mask for the distribution of Holy Communion and sanitise their hands. 

The celebrations of the various liturgies of Holy Week should include those things that are 

necessary for the celebration, but not be prolonged in any way.  In particular, those 

responsible for the planning of the liturgy should take into account: 

• The time that people will be within the church buildings; the tension between a 

dignified celebration and the time to execute that celebration has to be recognised. 

• The use of a cantor and music has to be taken into consideration as a prolonging factor 

in this case, remembering that congregational singing is not permitted.  The use of 

well-chosen music and antiphons, however, will not unduly prolong the liturgy. 

• The movement of people within the church building itself as a potential risk factor. 

Because of the nature of the Holy Week Liturgies, a small number of ministers to assist the 

priest is permitted.  At present, physical distancing should be observed between households 

for people of all ages. 
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Particular Guidance on the Celebration of Holy Week and the Sacred Triduum 

Palm Sunday of the Passion of Our Lord 

The Commemoration of the Lord’s Entrance into Jerusalem should be celebrated within the 

church building.The faithful should stand at their seated place.  The Procession should not 

take place and the Second Form: The Solemn Entrance should be used. 

The ministers should enter the Church at a suitable place where the palm branches have been 

prepared to be blessed. These should be blessed at the appropriate point and the Gospel of 

the Lord’s Entry into Jerusalem is proclaimed. The palm branches blessed during the 

celebration of the liturgy should be distributed to the faithful. Those distributing the palm 

branches should wear single-use gloves when doing so. 

Mass of the Lord’s Supper 

The Washing of the Feet is to be omitted and there is to be no procession outside the 

sanctuary to an Altar of Repose.  

Holy Communion should be given under one kind according to the previous Guidance offered 

by the Bishops’ Conference. 

Good Friday 

The Celebration of the Passion of the Lord should take place in the church with a congregation 

wherever possible. Sufficient ministers should be prepared to assist in this liturgy. Care should 

be taken for the numbers of people present for this liturgy which is very popular with the 

faithful. 

For the Adoration of the Holy Cross, veneration is limited to the celebrant alone. After he has 

done this, he should “invite the people present in a few words to adore the Holy Cross and 

afterwards, holds the Cross elevated higher for a brief time, for the faithful to adore in 

silence.” (Rubrics #19). 

This may be expressed by the faithful through a short period of silent prayer, a gesture such 

as a genuflection or bow in their places, followed by another short period of silent prayer. 

Holy Communion should be given under one kind from the Reserved Sacrament, as is normal 

practice on Good Friday, according to the previous Guidance offered by the Bishops’ 

Conference. 

 

Other Celebrations on Good Friday 

Celebrations of the Stations of the Cross should not involve the congregation moving around 

the church. The celebrant may move from Station to Station, or even remain at the chair, with 

the people remaining in their places. Walks of Witness should not take place indoors or 

outdoors. 

It is earnestly requested that at all acts of worship on Good Friday in the churches of Scotland, 

the opportunity for the faithful to contribute to the Holy See collection for the Holy Places of 

Palestine should be available. 
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The Easter Vigil 

This should be celebrated in Cathedrals and Parish Churches only.  

At The Solemn Beginning of the Vigil or Lucernarium the preparation and lighting of the fire 

and the procession may be omitted.  Outdoor gatherings around a fire should not take place.  

The Paschal candle may be prepared, enthroned and lit in the Sanctuary before the people 

gather in the church.  Rubrics #11 and #12 may be completed in advance. 

The ministers should make their way in silence to the sanctuary where the Celebrant begins 

the celebration with the Sign of the Cross and the Greeting, Dear brothers and sisters, on this 

most sacred night….  

At the end of the Greeting, the Easter Proclamation (the Exsultet) immediately follows, 

preferably using the Shorter Form.  This is either said or sung by a single voice.  The faithful 

should not have individual candles for the Easter Vigil. 

The Liturgy of the Word follows. In order to expedite the liturgy in a dignified way, it is 

recommended that we use not more than three Old Testament readings from both the Law 

and the Prophets with their respective psalms.  Please note that the reading of Exodus 14 and 

its canticle must always be one of these readings (Rubrics, #21). 

After the proclamation of the Gospel, the homily is not to be omitted, but is to be brief 

(Rubrics, #36). 

The celebrant should bless the baptismal water in the font or in a suitable receptacle in the 

sanctuary.  The Renewal of Baptismal Promises should be made by those present, and the 

celebrant can sprinkle the faithful, but the holy water stoups should not be refilled. 

The Liturgy of the Eucharist follows. 

Holy Communion should be given under one kind from the newly consecrated Sacrament 

according to the previous Guidance offered by the Bishops’ Conference. 

Although this is the most solemn night of the Church’s calendar, for reasons of brevity you 

may choose, for example, not to sing but speak the Exsultet, to use Eucharistic Prayer II, to 

omit the repeated psalm response and sing the verses sequentially with the response at the 

beginning and end only. 

 

Mass of Easter Day 

The Mass on Easter Sunday should be as prescribed in the Roman Missal but without the 

sprinkling of water as part of the Renewal of Baptismal Promises. 
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The Praying and Welcoming Community in St. Brendan’s Parish, Muirhouse. 

 

Letter from Mrs. Sarietta Young following the Requiem Mass of her son Thomas 

[aged 27] in this parish on 10th March. 

 

Dear Fr. Ness and all parishioners of St. Brendan’s Church, Motherwell. 

My husband Bobby, myself, and our son Bobby, would like to take this 

opportunity to thank you for all your prayers offered for Thomas and for your 

kindness offered to us his family at this difficult time, through the celebration of 

his Requiem Mass in this, your parish [on 10th March].  

We will never get over our loss of a precious son and brother, but we take 

comfort from others including yourselves who have shown us great strength in 

their prayers. We hadn’t realised fully the impact our son Thomas had on other 

people’s lives until his untimely death.  

Please if possible, continue to keep Thomas and us in your prayers. We have 

suffered a great loss. 

May his soul rest in peace.  

 

Sarietta 

 


