
       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

Our Pastoral and Spiritual Life. 

Unexpectedly on Friday morning, the BBC broadcast a Meditation presented by Pope Francis as Thought 

for the Day to mark the opening of COP26 today, 31st October, in Glasgow.                                                                                       

Pope Francis will not personally attend the Conference as had been planned. Here is his Meditation:   

Dear BBC listeners, good morning!                                                                                                                                          

Climate change and the Covid-19 pandemic have exposed our deep vulnerability and raised numerous doubts and concerns 

about our economic systems and the way we organize our societies. We have lost our sense of security and are experiencing 

a sense of powerlessness and loss of control over our lives. We find ourselves increasingly frail and even fearful, caught up 

in a succession of “crises” in the areas of health care, the environment, food supplies and the economy, to say nothing of 

social, humanitarian and ethical crises. All these crises are profoundly interconnected. They also forecast a “perfect storm” 

that could rupture the bonds holding our society together within the greater gift of God’s creation. Every crisis calls for 

vision, the ability to formulate plans and put them rapidly into action, to rethink the future of the world, our common home, 

and to reassess our common purpose. These crises present us with the need to take decisions, radical decisions that are not 

always easy. At the same time, moments of difficulty like these also present opportunities, opportunities that we must not 

waste. We can confront these crises by retreating into isolationism, protectionism and exploitation. Or we can see in them a 

real chance for change, a genuine moment of conversion, and not simply in a spiritual sense. This last approach alone 

can guide us towards a brighter horizon. Yet it can only be pursued through a renewed sense of shared responsibility for 

our world, and an effective solidarity based on justice, a sense of our common destiny and a recognition of the unity of 

our human family in God’s plan for the world.  

All this represents an immense cultural challenge. It means giving priority to the common good, and it calls for a change in 

perspective, a new outlook, in which the dignity of every human being, now and in the future, will guide our ways of 

thinking and acting. The most important lesson we can take from these crises is our need to build together, so that there will 

no longer be any borders, barriers or political walls for us to hide behind. Some days ago, on 4 October, I met with religious 

leaders and scientists to sign a Joint Appeal in which we called upon ourselves and our political leaders to act in a more 

responsible and consistent manner. I was impressed by something said by one of the scientists present at that meeting. He 

told us: “If things continue as they are, in fifty years’ time my baby granddaughter will have to live in an unliveable 

world”. We cannot allow this to happen! It is essential that each of us be committed to this urgent change of direction, 

sustained by our own faith and spirituality.  

In the Joint Appeal, we spoke of the need to work responsibly towards a “culture of care” for our common home, but also 

for ourselves, and the need to work tirelessly to eliminate “the seeds of conflicts: greed, indifference, ignorance, fear, 

injustice, insecurity and violence”. Humanity has never before had at its disposal so many means for achieving this goal.  

The political decision makers who will meet at COP26 in Glasgow are urgently summoned to provide effective responses to 

the present ecological crisis and in this way to offer concrete hope to future generations. And it is worth repeating that each 

of us – whoever and wherever we may be – can play our own part in changing our collective response to the 

unprecedented threat of climate change and the degradation of our common home.      FRANCIS. 

Last Saturday and Sunday we expressed our understanding of the seriousness of the Pope’s Meditation through a 

generous response to the World Mission Appeal.  We will defer paying over the proceeds of this Special Collection  

until Wednesday of this week, to allow everyone a final opportunity to contribute to our response. We will report in 

the bulletin next weekend the total sum contributed by the parish. 

The Papal Nuncio, Archbishop Claudio Gugerotti, will represent the Holy See at the COP26 Conference. He will celebrate 
Mass with the Bishops’ Conference in St Augustine’s, Coatbridge, on Tuesday 9th November, Feast of the Dedication of 
the Lateran Basilica, at 10am.  

World Day of the Poor: The fifth World Day of the Poor will take place on Sunday 14th November, the 33rd Sunday of the 

year. Pope Francis’ message for this day can be found at the following link: 

https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/messages/poveri/documents/20210613-messaggio-v-giornatamondiale-poveri-

2021.html 

The Parish Census 2021   -   The annual parish census is to be taken in our Diocese next weekend, 6th/7th November, the 

32nd Sunday of the Year. The number who participate at our three Masses next weekend, added to those who attend the 

Service in Netherton Court Care Home, is taken to be the average attendance for every weekend in the year.  

 

 

St. Brendan’s Church, our parish family - part of the Catholic [Universal] Church: Sincerity  

This week the sisters and brothers of Anthony Friary wrote this message to the parish:  

Thank you for your support and kindness at this sad time of the loss of our brother, Anthony.          Anthony’s 

sister in Melbourne, Australia, had wanted to provide flowers for the Sanctuary on the day of the Requiem 

Mass, but was pleased to agree that this kindness should be held in reserve until this month, the Month of 

the Holy Souls when we will remember all those loved ones in the history of this parish who have died and 

in the family histories of its members.                                                                                                                                 

The enduring benefits of this close encounter with the Church which supports families in bad times but also 

in happy times, is presented and offered unreservedly to everyone who comes into St. Brendan’s, for the 

goodness in life that it is.  Families can welcome and embrace this  -  or reject it as being of no importance. 

In the spirit of the Synodal model of being Church  -  people and clergy walking together   -   we invited the 

families whose children in P5 celebrated First Holy Communion on 2nd October to meet last Wednesday 

with the families of the children who are scheduled to do this next year and with the priest and some of the 

parishioners who are engaged in the preparation of the children and speak openly about the experience. 

Two of the mothers wrote in these words to describe the experience: 

I wanted to say that I found the support and guidance that my child received to prepare for this sacrament 
amazing, the knowledge and understanding that was gained through the children’s liturgy and from priestly visits 
to school, role play and question and answer sessions while in the church were second to none.  My child 
enjoyed this every week and looked forward to attending Mass and was excited to tell me what had been 
learned. As a family it was a wonderful time, and the actual day of holy communion was so lovely. 
My child could not have been any more prepared than she was and fully understood the meaning of the 
Sacrament.  
The time taken here for our children was outstanding. I have never known a parish to take such interest in the 
children. Coming to Mass on a Sunday morning with my family is a joyous occasion. I for one look forward to it. It 
is preached to us every week that us, the parishioners make the parish what it is and I can honestly say that I 
have never felt as close to this parish as I do now.  I feel welcomed and included.  
 I would advocate that having the communion age moved to primary five age would be a beneficial to all children 
as they are a little more mature and as I said, understanding fully the sacrament that they are receiving. 

  

I wanted to let you know my thoughts and feeling on how the children were prepared for the Sacrament of Holy 

Communion and how the day went.  

I thought that the Faith Friends programme was fantastic for the children, and I was really privileged to be part of 

the group teaching the children. As having a child making the Sacrament of First Holy Communion, it made it all 

the more special to me. It gave me, as a parent an insight into what and how the children were being prepared and 

although I wasn’t working directly with my child in their group, I felt a lovely sense of achievement by being able 

to guide some of their class mates on this journey.                                                                                                                            

I really appreciated how the parish community also came together to help the children in the preparation. I would 

encourage parents of the upcoming P4 to participate in the Faith Friends group in helping their children and 

classmates in their sacramental preparation. Not only would it benefit them and their child but also allow them to 

give a little back to the parish community. I also feel the school had prepared the children fantastically and the 

Service itself could not have been any better. It was just perfect how it was planned.   

Why is the preparation for Sacraments emphasised in this parish? In past generations, families regularly 

attended at church in their parish for Mass and devotions, on a Sunday, on Holy days of Obligation and during the 

Season of Lent and of Advent. In this way, children became familiar in their earliest years with the community, the 

Sanctuary, the silence of the church and they “tasted” the mystery of God as found in the parish. Families seldom 

went to Mass in any adjoining parish as their community meant everything. When that general commitment faded, 

participation at Mass became ranked alongside but no longer in priority to many other activities to be taken up on 

a Sunday. Our bishop shares the view held in this parish that the parish family must fulfil what is expected and 

required of it as a faith community for all Sacraments celebrated in it    

Reconciliation: early in January the preparation will begin for this Sacrament the first of the three Sacraments 

which are celebrated in Primary School. As with the P1children, we wish to lead the children of P3 to become 

familiar with the parish family now through the family participating regularly in the life of the Church.                             

https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/messages/poveri/documents/20210613-messaggio-v-giornatamondiale-poveri-2021.html
https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/messages/poveri/documents/20210613-messaggio-v-giornatamondiale-poveri-2021.html


PRAYER INTENTION REQUESTS FROM PARISHIONERS:                                                                                                                                        

those who have died recently: Harry Camp; Fred Rogers.  

those whose Month Mind or Anniversary occur about now: Gerry Lynch; Joe Parks; Bobby Garvin [50th]; 

Annie Boyle. 

THE YEAR OF THE FAMILY 2021:          COMMUNITY AND THE SCHOOL COMMUNITY.  

Hallowe’en, the Eve of All Saints Day: we welcome in a very special way at 10.30AM Sunday Mass those 

children of all ages who will have come to Mass in their costumes, ready for the evening walk dressed up in disguise 

around the houses. 

PARISH DATES TO REMEMBER IN NOVEMBER:                                                                                                   

[the November Lists can be presented at the Shrine to the Pieta on the Sanctuary]                                                

All Saints – tomorrow, 1st November celebrated with additional Mass at 7pm.                                                        

All Souls – 2nd November, additional Mass at 7pm                                                                                                             

Sundays,  21st and 28th of November which mark Catholic Education Week.                                     OLHS 

Former Pupils and Benefactors’ Memorial Mass, here on 18th November at 7pm                                                                                          

Annual Memorial Mass: Saturday 27th  November at 12 Noon. 

The Holy Ghost Fathers [Spiritans]: following the sudden death of Fr. Donnelly, the leader of the community of 

Missionary priests who are based opposite the Grotto in Carfin, Fr. Bonaventure, a priest from India, has been 

appointed to succeed him. This week the Order has supported us in providing us with a priest for Mass. To show our 

appreciation we have accepted a supply of fifty Raffle Ticket books, held at the Stall.  

The Stall: May Ferrie, Elspeth Lynch and Evelyn Dunbar have worked tirelessly and purposefully to lay out the 

fittings of the Stall and to procure stock for Confirmation and for Christmas which hopefully will prove to be good and 

marketable and to the taste of many shoppers in our own parish. 

Education Week – Special Collection for Catholic Education. The Diocesan special collection for November is for 

Scottish Catholic Education Service and parishes should promote this, especially on either 21st or 28th November. 

The Hall: if you would like to help Richard to look after the Hall on behalf of the parish and make it available to the 

parish for its use and to many people for social purposes, please speak to Richard directly about this or Fr. Ness. 

The Parish’s Conference of St. Vinent de Paul: the general appeal to men and women in the parish to participate in 

the Conference has brought no response. The need for this pastoral ministry in Muirhouse will intensify in the winter 

months that begin today. We are called as Christians to look out for our sisters and brothers    

The parish’s finances and the ongoing issue over the resurfacing of the Car Park: the parish is financially stable. 

Recently donations of £5500 in total plus the benefit of the Gift Aid were made to the parish, in addition to the support 

given weekly by many generous and concerned parishioners. Our specific proposal for the restoration of the car park 

was rejected and so We will now pursue a new strategy to obtain permission to do this work.   

The Care of Creation Office at the Bishops' Conference offers the final enclosed printed prayer intentions and thoughts 

for reflection on COP26 which begins in Glasgow. A Rosary Procession will be held at the Grotto today at 3pm. 
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Thirty-first week in Ordinary Time and the                 

Thirty-first day of October 2021.                                                     . 

Liturgies for this week:   
 
9.30AM from Monday through to Saturday with Mass also at 7pm on both 

Monday [Feast of All Saints] and Tuesday [Feast of All Souls.] and also at 

11AM on Monday for pupils from P1-P3,  

Saturday at 9.30AM: Votive Mass of Our Lady, Mother of the Church is celebrated for the 

renewal of our spiritual life through the Synodal process which has begun in St. Brendan’s.       

 

Saturday: Vigil Mass of Sunday is at 5pm.                                                                                                                                              
Sunday: Mass at 10.30AM [celebrated and presented for children with their families] 

and at 4.30pm. [Mass on Sunday at both 10.30AM and 4.30PM is streamed live on our 

Facebook page.] 

 

The parish’s Facebook page and Twitter feed show any changes to the schedule.                                                                                                         

                                                                                      

http://www.facebook.com/saintbrenrc


 

The Bishops’ Conference of Scotland, Office for Care of Creation 
64 Aitken Street, Airdrie, ML6 6LT 

Sunday 31st October - 31st Sunday of the Year 

COP26 - Let it be Compassionate, Creative and Courageous.  

God has honoured us by giving humanity the task of being a co-operator in the work of creation. In 

recent years we have seen in our brothers and sisters throughout the world a growing determination 

to change the destructive practices of the past. This gives us hope. Like the Creator, we look at what 

God has created and see that it is very good. A sense of gratitude compels us to ensure that human 

activity enhances and builds up that creation. 

~Pastoral Letter of the Bishops of Scotland on the Sixth Anniversary of Laudato Si’, Pentecost 2021 

 

The current environmental situation calls us to act now with urgency to become ever more 

responsible stewards of creation and to restore the nature that we have been damaging and 

exploiting for too long. …… when we look around ourselves, what do we see? We see crisis 

leading to crisis. We see the destruction of nature, as well as a global pandemic leading to the death 

of millions of people. We see the unjust consequences of some aspects of our current economic 

systems and numerous catastrophic climate crises that produce grave effects on human societies and 

even mass extinction of species. 

The many “warnings” we are experiencing, among which we can see Covid-19 and global 

warming, are pushing us to take urgent action. I hope that the COP26 on climate change, to be held 

in Glasgow next November, will help to give us the right answers to restore ecosystems both 

through a strengthened climate action and a spread of awareness and consciousness. 

Restoring the nature we have damaged means, in the first place, restoring ourselves. ……. let us be 

compassionate, creative and courageous.  

~ Pope Francis, Message for the Launching of the United Nations Decade on Ecosystem 

Restoration, May 2021 

Prayer for World Leaders ahead of COP26 

We pray that all world leaders may be compassionate, creative and courageous as they seek to 

respond to the Cry of the Earth and the Cry of the Poor. 

Prayer for the People of Scotland 

We pray that we may come together as a nation and seek compassionate, creative and courageous 

ways to address the climate emergency for the good of all who inhabit our Common Home. 

For those with far-reaching responsibilities  

We pray that those with responsibility for industry and commerce will place the common good of 

all who inhabit our Common Home above the economic gain of the few. 

 


