
       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

St. Brendan’s  -  our life at the Feast of the Baptism of Jesus by John and beyond.  

Jesus declared: I have come to bring fire to the earth, and I wish it were blazing already. There is a baptism I 

must still receive, and how great is my distress until it is over.   Luke chapter 12:49-53. 

In his book “Where does the Jesus story begin?” Fr. Denis McBride quotes the words spoken by his own father to him and 

his two sisters when he told them that he considered that his life began in his early thirties when he met their mother. He 

discounted the years that had gone before that meeting because it was on meeting her that he came to know himself fully and 

to understand what love is. Mark begins his Gospel  -  the Good News of Jesus Christ  -  with the Baptism of Jesus.          

Luke tells us in his Gospel that Jesus was thirty when he followed thousands of others to listen to John the Baptist 

preach the need for Repentance and to seek forgiveness of sins and be baptised. This is the event in the life of Jesus 

which we celebrate today.  Therefore, let us consider:  

• Can you say where your life began? Fr. Henri Nouwen writes: “Our [Christian] faith gives us a lens through 

which we view and interpret all things. The life of Jesus is the framework for our own lives. [His baptism lets 

us know and understand our own baptism] Our relationship with God in Jesus is the central, defining 

characteristic of who we are and what we do. Our own story is not just parallel to his story but intersects with 

it, and where it intersects then we see meaning and purpose [in our lives] and where there is no intersection 

there is a lack of meaning and purpose.    

• Susan Laird of Clyde Terrace, a committed parishioner, aged one hundred and three years died last Tuesday 

surrounded by love and cared for at home to the end of her life by Jim and Sue and Anne and their families but 

especially Thea, Jim’s wife. May she rest in peace but may her life in Jesus bring out to many people who may 

not live to one hundred and three, the full truth of what Fr. Nouwen has put int words for us.  

• Mrs. Oates of St. Brendan’s PS has expressed her personal sadness at the end of the ministry of Fr. Ness and at 

the reality that he will never celebrate Mass for the children of the school again or visit the classes there. He has 

asked her to ask the children in appropriate words for their age to give him one gift: to ask their parents 

to take them to Mass each Sunday to pray for the renewal of the Holy Spirit in the life of the parish 

through the intercession of Mary the Mother of Jesus and to be present to welcome that priest at the 

Masses on Saturday/Sunday morning 28th and 29th January. There is no better gift for Fr. Ness and that is 

his one only request of this parish family as his life here and his life in priestly ministry ends.                             

Bishop Toal wrote to all the faithful of the Diocese last week: Sunday is the Lord’s Day and it should always be 
kept in his honour, with time being given to him even when we cannot attend Mass. Please - did you read 
this.      Please, if you did, what impact did it have on with you because if it didn’t bother you or concern you 
or cause you to think about your spiritual life, then the last three years of priestly ministry in St. Brendan’s, 
whatever it may have achieved here or in the two Schools in God’s Providence, has failed to achieve the goal 
which Bishop Toal had given to it  -  BUILD UP THE WORSHIPPING COMMUNITY. 

• Regarding the spiritual life of the children of this year’s P3 and P4, the synodal group listened to the concern 
of Fr. Ness about the lasting impact of the celebration of the Sacraments as judged by the level engagement of 
families with the Church in the weeks that followed the celebration of Reconciliation, First Holy Communion 
and Confirmation. That disappointing level of continuing engagement was visible to all the community and 
the synodal group, not the priest alone, concluded that for the good of the future spiritual life of the 
community, [that is, life which intersects with the life of Jesus Christ,] of the community, the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation would be in P4 and First Holy Communion in P5.                                                                                                                                                                                               
The benefit to the community will come through the children being of age to absorb more of the truth of the 
Sacrament they receive. This part of their life story in Jesus will be built on a more mature foundation. Jesus 
said: I have come to bring fire to the earth, and I wish it were blazing already. There is a baptism I must still 

receive, and how great is my distress until it is over. The priest who will now serve the Parish may take this 

matter back to the Synodal Group to re-consider, as would be his right, but it will contradict the principle of 

synodality proposed by Pope Francis for the Church should he of his own accord reverse the decision taken in 

the light of recent experience. Opportunities were given to families to express their opinions or concerns before 

the matter was discussed and decided by those who had offered to serve the community in the synodal process.   
• Bishop Toal wrote in his letter: All parishes, and indeed other groups, have been asked to participate in the 

Synodal Process. The present restrictions on gathering in groups may curtail the planned meetings, but I hope 
that some will be possible with beneficial outcomes for the parishes and the Diocese and Church in Scotland.   

• Bishop Toal also wrote in the letter:  I thank all those who work in particular ways to support our parishes and 
the Diocese. A particular word of thanks to the volunteers [stewards in our parish] who have taken responsibility 
for caring for our churches and assist those who attend Mass and other services in these difficult times. Your 
commitment, patience, and good humour is much appreciated. Fr. Ness adds – I couldn’t say it better.  

 

 

Our Pastoral Life in St. Brendan’s                                                                                                                

The Catholic Church and our Parish in 2022:                                                                                                                       
The pope is clearly not planning to slow down. He has good health, and his plans indicate that there appears to be 

no resignation or papal conclave on the horizon. Cardinal Oswald Gracias reports, “Francis’ attitude towards his 

papacy can be summed up as: “the Lord has chosen me, the Lord will protect me as long as he wants. I’m 

doing my best, and when he wants, he takes me away.” 

 

Father Ness has the same attitude towards his priesthood as Pope Francis has towards the papacy.                 

Last Tuesday he met with those who see themselves as Church Workers in the many ministries   -   sacramental, 

spiritual, pastoral, and social which now serve this community and with all those who regard themselves as 

belonging to St. Brendan’s. In short, no one was excluded who wished to come. 

  

Out of respect for every member of Saint Brendan’s Parish family, he explained to those who wished to and 

were able to be present, why the decision to withdraw from priestly ministry by 28th January had been 

reached by him in conjunction with Bishop Toal. His primary consideration is his children and 

grandchildren, not his health. For twenty-one years since entering formation for the priesthood, his children 

have not been able to rely on contact with their father and now this extends to their children. His health 

would have been restored by rest and recuperation under medical advice in time, just as with everyone. 

 

Last Tuesday while Fr. Ness was speaking with parishioners in the church, the Pope was speaking in Rome in his 

General Audience, to explain further the role of St. Joseph as Jesus' foster-father. Here is part of what he said: 

Dear Brothers and Sisters, in our continuing catechesis [instruction] on Saint Joseph, we now consider Joseph’s 

dignity as the foster-father of Jesus, born of the Virgin Mary. Joseph’s docility [willingness to accept] to God’s 

will and his fatherly care for the child Jesus can teach us much about the authentic meaning of parenthood.  

To be a mother or father is not simply a matter of biology; more profoundly, it entails caring for the life of a 

family. Let us pray that through Joseph’s intercession, fathers of families will be given the grace to respond to 

their noble vocation. In the peace of our Lord Jesus Christ, may each of you, and your families draw near in 

prayer to the Saviour who has come to dwell among us. May God bless you! 

What of the Parish now? On Tuesday at the meeting in the church, Fr. Ness asked those present to learn from 
the Gospel of the day. Here is the passage:  

So as he stepped ashore he saw a large crowd; and he took pity on them because they were like sheep without a 

shepherd, and he set himself to teach them at some length.  By now it was getting very late, and his disciples 

came up to him and said, 'This is a lonely place and it is getting very late, so send them away, and they can go to 

the farms and villages round about, to buy themselves something to eat.'  He replied, 'Give them something to eat 

yourselves.' They answered, 'Are we to go and spend two hundred denarii on bread for them to eat?' He asked, 

'How many loaves have you? Go and see.' And when they had found out they said, 'Five, and two fish.'  Then he 

ordered them to get all the people to sit down in groups on the green grass, and they sat down on the ground in 

squares of hundreds and fifties. Then he took the five loaves and the two fish, raised his eyes to heaven and 

said the blessing; then he broke the loaves and began handing them to his disciples to distribute among the 

people. He also shared out the two fish among them all.  They all ate as much as they wanted.  They collected 

twelve basketfuls of scraps of bread and pieces of fish. Those who had eaten numbered five thousand men. 

The parts of this passage coloured red encourage us to see our lives as they intersect with the life of Jesus.  

1. We must learn to understand the Word of God as set out at Mass and in personal reading in Sacred Scripture. 

2. We must look out for each other through all the ministries in the parish as well as look after each other. 

3. We must use what God has given to each one - not only to the clergy - as gifts and charisms for the good of all 

4. We must allow God to use and bless the contributions we make so that they become holy for the parish family. 

5. In doing all of this we must let God be God and allow ourselves to be empowered by the Holy Spirit. 

6. As Mother Teresa taught: we are called to be faithful through what we do, not necessarily to be successful.    

 

One thought from the bishop’s letter printed for all last Sunday: Pope Francis wrote an uplifting letter for the 
Feast of the Holy Family, to married couples, encouraging them to remain aware of and be fully open to the person 
of Christ in their lives together. Our Diocese will have a Mass for married couples, particularly those who married 
last year or celebrated special anniversaries, in the Cathedral on Thursday 27th January. Perhaps couples who 
are not married but who live as one family as if they were married, will feel able to attend with their children. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

 

https://www.americamagazine.org/faith/2021/12/17/cardinal-gracias-pope-francis-health-advisors-reform-242077


PRAYER INTENTION REQUESTS FROM PARISHIONERS:                                                                                                                                         

those who have died recently: Susan Laird – cf page 1, 

Tommy Collins of this parish family: the community offers our sympathy and concern for Tommy and for 

Mary his wife, on the death of his eldest sister and two of his brothers in the weeks leading up to Christmas.  

those whose Month Mind or Anniversary occur about now: Connie McGinn; Francey Connelly;                              

George Gierthy; Peter Mary &Jim O’Hara; Martin & Jeanette O’Hara; Margaret & Tom Kennie. 

OUR COMMUNITY. 

Celebration of Mass: Bishop Nolan celebrated morning Mass on Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday. Father Paul and 

Father. Bonaventure of the Spiritans have celebrated Mass on the remaining days. The Spiritan Fathers will continue 

to celebrate Mass daily in the parish until the arrival at the end of this month of the priest who will replace Fr. Ness.  

Wednesday Morning: what has become known as the Coffee Morning Mass will resume this WEDNESDAY.               

“Thank you” to the ladies who will continue to provide the hospitality into 2022 and beyond because it is not possible 

to exaggerate the significance of this long-standing custom in the parish. St. Paul encouraged all the communities he 

founded or visited to make WELCOMING AND HOSPITALITY YOUR WATCHWORD.  

Monday Club: resumes tomorrow 10th January in the Hall from 1.30pm -4pm. All are welcome. 

First Sunday Morning per month hospitality after Mass, and Lenten, Hallowe’en and Christmas Season 

parties; Fair Monday Outings, St. Patrick’s Night and St. Andrew’s Night Dances; Lourdes and Parish 

Fundraisers: before the Pandemic the Parishioners worked together to provide these very important elements in the 

life of a dynamic Catholic Christian community. Once the present restrictions against free and immediate gatherings in 

public places are lifted these could be re-instated. Every priest would want to encourage the community to provide for 

their social life as part of their involvement in the parish community and to use the Hall as often and as purposefully 

and fruitfully as possible in that regard.  

 

St. Margaret’s Children and Family Care Society: the Crib will remain in place until next Saturday to allow further 

donations to be made to the Society. To date with fewer people at Mass over Christmas and New Year the sum so far 

donated amounts is £148.15. Last year it was approximately three times that sum     

 

St. Brendan’s Primary School:     Enrolment for 2022-23. 

Nursery: All children who will be 3 years of age before 1 March 2023 are entitled to 1140 hours statutory funding 

place during session August 2022/2023. 

Applications can be downloaded and completed online or are available from school office:  

https://www.northlanarkshire.gov.uk/schools-and-learning/early-learning-and-childcare/early-learning-and-childcare-

applications     CLOSING DATE FOR APPLICATIONS    -   FRIDAY 11TH FEBRUARY 2022, 

Primary One: Parents/carers of children who turn five between 1st. March 2022 and 28th. February 2023 should 

register by 24 January 2022 for starting school in August 2022.  

Applications can be downloaded and completed online or are available from school office: 

https://www.northlanarkshire.gov.uk/schools-and-learning/school-admissions/primary-school-registration-p1 

 

Safety in the church: The Government has issued updated guidance for places of worship in the light of the omicron 

variant. As we have been following the current guidance carefully (Sanitising, Face Masks, Track & Trace, and 

above all, Ventilation) we are already complying with the new guidance. We ensure the church is well ventilated by 

opening the windows and internal doors. We try to reduce the cold draughts. The external doors will be closed 

but never locked during Mass. The heating will be put on sooner and kept on longer to maintain the interior 

temperature of the church for as long as possible during the celebration of Mass in the cold weather.  

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

  

 

The Baptism of the Lord. 

Ninth January 2022. [Special Collection today – At the Crib for the St. 

Margaret’s Children and Family Care Society - please be generous for children.] 

Liturgies for this week: 

Mass at 9.30AM from Monday through to Friday. 

Saturday: 9.30AM [Votive Mass of Our Lady celebrated for the guidance of the Parish in 

the Way, the Truth and the Life -  Jesus her Son]              Vigil Mass of Sunday at 5pm. 

Sunday: Mass at 10.30AM [celebrated and presented for children with their families] 

and at 4.30pm. 

[Mass on Sunday at both 10.30AM and 4.30PM is streamed live on our Facebook page.] 

 

The parish’s Facebook page and Twitter feed show any changes to the schedule. 

 

https://www.northlanarkshire.gov.uk/schools-and-learning/early-learning-and-childcare/early-learning-and-childcare-applications
https://www.northlanarkshire.gov.uk/schools-and-learning/early-learning-and-childcare/early-learning-and-childcare-applications
https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.northlanarkshire.gov.uk%2Fschools-and-learning%2Fschool-admissions%2Fprimary-school-registration-p1&data=04%7C01%7C%7C63d3c27fe00e47aded9f08d9c3ce94ae%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637756114281283439%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=PxtkiMcaZ%2BquDll36pTXGY5qK06RPDrRw1XQEw0AB5Y%3D&reserved=0
http://www.facebook.com/saintbrenrc

