
       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

Our Pastoral and Spiritual Life in St. Brendan’s Parish Family.                                                                        
As we set out on this page last Sunday, the Bishops of Scotland have re-instated  the obligation to attend Mass on 

Sunday and on Holydays of Obligation which had been suspended since the first period of Lockdown last year. This is what 

they have decided:                                                                                                                                                                      

the obligation to attend Mass on Sundays and Holydays of Obligation will be reinstated from Sunday 2nd January, 

the first Sunday of the new year. That Sunday coincides with the Solemnity of the Epiphany of the Lord. It will be an 

occasion for us to join the wise men in offering worship to the Infant Jesus.  

The bishops have emphasised the celebration of Mass at Christmas and it has been a huge regret to many people, clergy 

and laity, that it has been necessary to encourage Catholics to give time to God on Christmas Day and on Sunday, 26th:  

Christmas Day this year falls on a Saturday. It will be followed immediately by the feast of the Holy Family on the 

Sunday. We therefore strongly encourage you to take advantage of the celebrations of that weekend by attending Mass 

on both days, or at least once.   

ADVANCE NOTICE OF MASSES IN THIS PARISH AT CHRISTMAS DAY: Vigil at 5pm prepared for families 

with young children; Vigil at 9pm [Carols at 8.30pm]; Morning Mass of Christmas at 10.30AM 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION [WITH OPPORTUNITY TO RECEIVE GENERAL ABSOLUTION]: 

Sunday 19th December at 2PM. 

Bishop Toal has commented about the reinstatement of the obligation to attend Mass:                                                                                                                                                                                                   
If you are afraid to come back to Sunday Mass at present, take your time in deciding when to do so and do not feel it as 
a weight on your conscience if you are not fulfilling the obligation. By following your conscience in your own particular 
mitigating circumstances, it should not be considered a serious sin to make this decision.  

What have we made of this in our parish and in your own personal relationship with God through your sense of 
encounter with Jesus Christ in and through sharing in the Eucharist with others, what do you personally think of it? 

The phrase “obligation under pain of sin” can be compared with the reality that many people of all ages have continued 
to participate at Mass in this parish on Sunday as well as on weekdays when there was no obligation to do so. 

Yet, there is sadness that since the celebration of Mass for First Holy Communion on Saturday 2nd October and the Mass 
with the children the following day, the number of those children from this parish who have continued to participate  
with their families at Mass on Sunday has fallen.  That sadness increased last Saturday/ Sunday when the attendance at 
Mass of young people from P7 who had prepared with their families in a very spiritual and committed way for the 
Sacrament of Confirmation on the previous Thursday evening, was greatly reduced.  

The prophets of Israel, John the Baptist and Jesus too, brought home to the people the reality of their relationship with 
God. The bishops of Scotland together because of their concern for the people in their spiritual care have done the same 
thing by making this pronouncement on the restoration of the obligation to attend Mass. In our parish we had looked 
for something better than the Lowest Common Denominator   -   participation at Mass under pain of committing sin.  
We had tried over the last three years, priest and parishioners working together, to build a worshipping community for 
participation at Mass on Sunday. This was the task given by Bishop Toal to us three years ago. This has been in our 
hearts the Highest Common Factor and the aim and purpose  of our ministry together. The pandemic has interrupted 
and obstructed our efforts and like many parishes we must address building the worshipping community all over again. 
LET US SET OUT ON THIS MISSION TOGETHER IN THE LEAD UP TO THE GREAT FAMILY FESTIVAL THAT IS CHRISTMAS.   

So, what of the need to nourish our spiritual life?  We have invested parish funds in providing resources at the Stall for 
Advent and for the Christmas Season: for children: 7-12 years old Celebrate Advent 2021; God’s Brilliantly Big Creation 

Story; Lessons from Pope Francis for children; My Day by Day for Infants; My Day by Day for Juniors; My Day By Day 

for adults; For Families: Advent Extra; Pope Francis: Little Book of Wisdom and his Little Book of Compassion;   

Sacred Space  -  Advent & Christmas by Irish Jesuits; The fullness of Time: Advent Devotions by Henri Nouwen; 

Together We Wait  -  Advent Prayers for Families. Illustrated Diary -  through 2022 with the Saints;                                                                                  

Families are asked to go to the stall and take without charge those items designed and purchased for their children.                                                                                          

 

 

St. Brendan’s Church,   -   the impact of the pandemic and lockdown.                                                                                                         

On or about 15th March last year our church closed after fifty-five years as the centre of worship each week 

for our parish family. Many other churches  -   such as our immediate neighbours in St. Margaret’s Church 

of Scotland parish   -  also closed.  We anticipated that the St. Brendan’s which re-opened would face a 

completely different spiritual, pastoral and social situation and so it has proved.                                                                                                                                        

The church could not have re-opened if it hadn’t been for those parishioners who came forward to serve as 

stewards and introduced and maintained in the building the protocols for public safety in accordance with 

Government legislation and the Track and Trace booking system for attendance at Mass. In March 2020, 

we had never heard the word Steward in the context of this parish and now without those stewards  

continuing to diligently serve us since the outset and still today, there would have been no liturgical or 

sacramental life in this community. Aware that the church was very cold during the three Masses last 

weekend, the Diocesan Co-ordinator was asked by Jim O’Hare to visit the church this week. The height and 

width of the building in the main seated area, provides significant airflow naturally within the interior and 

therefore latitude has been given to the stewards as regards keeping open the main doors and fully 

extending the windows. The stewards will not compromise on the health of parishioners, but we hope that 

the adjustments they will make will provide helpful relief against the cold. Please bear with the discomfort 

which we will minimise. For example, the doors at the Main Entrance can be closed over once Mass begins. 

St. Brendan’s will operate fully and effectively as part of the Church when her people are formed as 

disciples and called into active participation. For many years the model of Church has been centred on the 

priest and his ministry with little regard to the call to ministry which many lay people hear.  To ensure that 

parishes will thrive in every aspect of its life, the Church now focusses much more on the words which St. 

Paul addressed to the Corinthians: There are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; there are varieties of 

service, but the same Lord.                                                                                                                                                         

Let us all be encouraged by this email message from Fr. Jude of the Holy Ghost Fathers [The Spiritans] who 

celebrated Mass each morning last week in the absence of Fr. Ness:                                                                              

I enjoy supplying at your parish. The parish is well organised, lovely singing community, the sacristans are 

excellent in paging the books and setting up for mass. Well-done Fr, I know you must have done a great work 

to have it the way it is now.         Fr. Jude Kurumeh, C.S.Sp. 

The comment about the Sacristans   -   Bill Dunbar on Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday and Margaret 

Dochnenko on Thursday and Friday  -   is very timely because Anne Therese [McKeen] will give up 

completely from 31st December the role of sacristan which she has held for two and a half years. Anne 

Therese firstly helped Henry Douglas, of very fond memory, in the ministry of sacristan and then took over 

from Henry as a natural successor.  The words of Fr. Jude in his email message to us show how significant 

that ministry is in this parish and every parish - think of Jim Devine in St. Ignatius, Matt Bradley in St. 

Thomas’  -  on his own until very recently  -   and John McLellan in St. Patrick’s. They devote many hours 

each week to this sacred ministry for the good of their community and Anne Therese has done this for us 

while maintaining her morning and evening employment.  How will we replace her service?                                                                                                              

A seminarian, Christopher Igwe will come to the parish in January to gain pastoral experience in his third 

year of formation for the priesthood. He will liaise with Bill and Margaret to provide for morning Mass. The 

unseen work consistently and quietly carried out by Anne Therese throughout the year and the preparation of the 

church on Saturday and Sunday will need to be done by Fr. Ness assisted by Christopher until the community 

itself provides a replacement sacristan either in one person or through the coordinated action of many.  

The involvement of so many people in the life of the parish is a treasure of great value. We encourage all 

parishioners to consider how they might contribute. This could be our Mission Statement: we are a parish 

of all ages and stages, who believe that the church is made up of people, although we still love our bricks 

and mortar. Relationships is at the heart of everything we do.  We want everyone to know and to grow in 

Christ and we aim to do this through our worship and by encouraging one another to use our gifts fully.   

 

 



PRAYER INTENTION REQUESTS FROM PARISHIONERS:                                                                                                                                         

those who have died recently: Phil Higgins; Helen Farrell; Patrick Francis O’Rourke; Sheena Hamilton. 

those whose Month Mind or Anniversary occur about now: David Ness; Ellen O’Rourke; Joseph Lees; 

Bartholomew O’Rourke; Patrick Kelly; Stephen McCall; Charlie Skelly [10th]; 

Birthday Remembrance: John Ness; Moyra Ness; 

OUR COMMUNITY 

PARISH DATES TO REMEMBER IN ADVENT:                                                                                                                                                

10th December: First Friday Mass celebrated for the children of the school at 9.30AM and again at 11AM.    

16th December: Nativity Play at 11AM performed by the children of St. Brendan’s PS and filmed by Sancta Familia.  

Altar Servers: the community has welcomed four children from P5 who had celebrated First Holy Communion on 2nd 

October, to serve at the altar. Sophie O’Shea, also of P5 will join them this week to train in good time for Christmas. 

That is great news. We are grateful to the children who encouraged by their families have served this community as 

altar servers over the last three years. In February 2019 there were two altar servers, Angela who was at College and 

Lucy who was in Primary 6. Soon there became a great crowd of children serving at Sunday Mass and available for 

Masses for the School. We thank all of those girls and boys, many of whom are now at OLHS. They served 

wonderfully well at the Christmas and Easter Triduum liturgies before the pandemic closed the church.  We thank their 

parents for supporting them. Lucy, now in S2 at OLHS has stayed to support and train the new servers and Olivia now 

in S1 has done the same. This list is never closed. The parish will always encourage participation of all kinds.   

The Annual Memorial Mass:  we thank all those who assisted in the preparation of and the celebration of this Mass 

which is always gratefully shared by many of the families who had suffered bereavement in the course of the previous 

twelve months. This extended to the preparation of the church, the greeting of families as they arrived before Mass 

started and outlining the Service to them, the preparation and presentation of the liturgy in all its elements including 

music and finally extending hospitality in the hall to the many people who stayed on to share in that experience. 

The family of Rose Trainer: Cathedral Primary is launching an achievement awards programme which is partly to be 

named after the first head teacher of Cathedral -Rose Trainer. It is believed that relatives of Rose live in the Muirhouse 

area and the school would like to make contact with them in the hope they can join the launch of the awards in early 

2022. Marie Clare Duffy is the depute head at the school who would like to receive all any available information.   

                                                                                                                                                                                                       

The generosity of parishioners knows no bounds and it is good to acknowledge this as we approach the Christmas 

Season. We thought the wicker basket which holds the bulletins at the Barons Road doorway had been taken. It had 

and it hadn’t. A parishioner on finding no one at the chapel house last week “borrowed” the basket to fill the space 

with food to be given into the SSVdP. It is one of many examples of the generosity of parishioners for which we pray 

God will reward you.   

Finally, two useful definitions:                                                                                                                                           

Subsidiarity: means allowing decisions to be taken on practical matters which reflect circumstances within an 

individual country, an individual Diocese or an individual parish. Bishop Toal has approved that each parish 

decide the age range for the first celebration of the Sacraments: Reconciliation and Eucharist. The bishop has 

set the age for Confirmation. The intention is to achieve the best outcome for the child and for the Community.  

Synodality: means the clergy and the laity walking, talking and acting together to reach decisions for the good of 

the community. Dioceses had done this of their own accord, but now the whole Church is engaged in this process.  

 

 

Covid 19 infection: Golden Rules to keep everyone safe:                                                                                

Continuing to engage with Test and Protect and self-isolate when symptomatic or have tested positive.                              

Every visitor to the parish should be asked to leave their details or use the QR code.                                                                                                                  

Maintaining good hand hygiene   -   everyone should sanitise their hands on entering and leaving the Church.                                                                                                      

  

 

 

The Second Sunday of Advent                                                          

Sixth day of December 2021. 

Liturgies for this week: 
 

Sunday to Friday: Advent Meditation on-line at 9PM with closing prayer. 
 

Mass at 9.30AM from Monday through to Saturday.  Mass at 11 AM on Friday 

as the second Mass to be attended by pupils from St. Brendan’s PS. 

 

Saturday: Vigil Mass of Sunday is at 5pm. 

Sunday: Mass at 10.30AM [celebrated and presented for children with their families] 

and at 4.30pm.                                                                                                                                                                      

[Mass on Sunday at both 10.30AM and 4.30PM is streamed live on our Facebook page.] 

 

The parish’s Facebook page and Twitter feed show any changes to the schedule. 

                                                                                      

http://www.facebook.com/saintbrenrc

