
     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Easter Season 2020-21 in St. Brendan’s.  -   A focus on the parish today: 

A Happy and Holy Easter Day and Easter Season in the Spring and early Summer sunshine.  

As we look towards Pentecost and the coming of the Holy Spirit through the Sacrament of Confirmation 

into the lives of the children of P7 in early June and the children of P6 in November, a new and more 

inspired vision or dimension for our faith practice is needed.                                                                                          

The Second Vatican Council calls on us to “read the signs of our times”. In reading the signs of the times in this 

parish, there is a need now to concentrate on nourishing both our sense and our experience of spiritual life individually 

in the case of our parishioners of all ages, and collectively in the case of the parish family and the many young families 

who make up our faith community in Muirhouse.    

Spirituality is defined for the purpose of young people of High School age by the School Inspectorate of England as: 

beliefs, religious or otherwise, which inform the perspective on life of young people, their interest in and respect for other 

people’s feelings and values, their sense of enjoyment and fascination in learning about themselves, other people and the 

world around them, the use of imagination and creativity in their learning, and their willingness to reflect on their 

experiences. 

The New Dictionary of Christian Spirituality describes spirituality as “the way in which prayer influences our 

conduct, our behaviour, manner of life and attitudes to other people [and to the environment.]  

The Catechism of the Catholic Church describes prayer as “the relationship between humanity and God. Prayer is 

where we encounter God “who thirsts for us” [Jesus declares immediately before he dies on the Cross “I thirst.”] 

THEREFORE, it’s very encouraging to report that all two hundred sanatised packs which were available from here 

last Sunday have been taken containing: a bottle of Easter Water and a bound book of many well known and some less 

well known prayers. The hope is that these two sacramentals   -   the blessed water and the bound volume of prayers   -     

will be well used in every home in time that is given over to prayer so that our parishioners of all ages will encounter God 

and so deepen their relationship with him.  

We are trying to encourage prayer in every realistic way: 

1. For adults by providing the My Day by Day for the whole of the Easter Season and its “big sister”  

monthly publication, the Magnificat; and also the Irish Jesuits monthly publication “The Messenger” and 

“one off” opportunities for prayer such as Gospel Power for 2021 containing the Gospel passage of the 

day plus an explanation of it and a reflection on it.  

2. For our children by distributing today at each Mass the Infant and the Junior editions of the My Day by 

Day for Easter. These are put together which imagination for children. Please don’t leave any of these 

copies untaken in the box at the rear entrance to the church from Barons Road.  

3. For everyone by presenting the church both outside and inside in such a condition as to encourage prayer 

and worship of God as part of a worshipping community. We look forward to when we can gather 

everyone together “body, spirit, soul and mind” in this sacred building.  At the Mass for children and 

families this Sunday we will re-dedicate the statue of the Child of Prague and place this on the new plinth 

introduced next to the statue of St. Joseph. Susan Gierthy will be present with her grandson Fraser and 

his fiancée Kathleen. Susan’s brother had donated the statue to the parish while Mass was celebrated in 

the former Cooperative Store. Sarah Boyle restored the statue for our use and the new plinth with flowers 

already in place enhances that part of the church where the statue of Padre Pio is displayed. 

4. For the families with children celebrating Sacraments in May and June by arranging to meet with the 

families in the church before the two preparation programmes begin - the Big Hug starts on 2nd May and 

the Faith Friends starts on 9th May - to explain the programmes and your role in the preparations. 

 

 

St. Brendan’s Church    –   our place of worship.                                                                       
The maximum number of parishioners at daily Mass or at Mass on Saturday and Sunday in this parish will 

remain at fifty with the flexibility around that number which Bishop Toal has allowed. This will let us increase the 

number by one or two or three people when circumstances permit. 

The maximum number permitted at a Requiem Mass or other form of funeral service is unchanged at 

twenty. This Saturday we will celebrate the Requiem Mass of Ellen Paterson, formerly of Lodge Tower.  

The celebration of baptism: celebrating the Sacrament during Mass offers the possibility of families returning to 

Mass and participating again in the full sacramental life of the Church. Megan and Martin Smith have arranged 

baptism at Mass for their son Rory today, Sunday at 2pm.                                                                                                         

Claire McKeen and Tony McGhee have arranged the baptism of their son Campbell on Saturday 1st May at Mass 

at 9.30AM. 

A couple from Vietnam, Trinh Van Thang and Quy Thi Cu have arranged the baptism of Quy Thi Cu herself and 

their infant son, Leonardo outside of Mass. We follow the numbers permitted for weddings – five at the moment. 

We are all responsible for the safety of those who come into St. Brendan’s for Mass or other liturgies such as 

baptism. Although the Stewards have taken on the ministry of providing supervision of the protocols which 

provide that safety, all of us must assist the stewards by complying with the protocols at all Masses.                                                                                                                          

We must all:   Sanatise our hands on entry and departure.                                                                                                                                                                      

Keep social distance at all times within the boundaries of the church and not walk around inside the church  to 

converse or leave our place in the pews to leave the church before being asked to do so by the stewards.                                                                                                                                                                      

Fr. Ness will intervene in any situation which arises regarding compliance with the protocols. The need for 

compliance cannot be allowed to bring even minor tension or discord among our parishioners but it is an absolute 

duty of Fr. Ness to secure the safety of everyone. This means COMPLIANCE AT ALL TIMES WITH THE 

PROTOCOLS - or sadly please don’t come into the church until the restrictions are completely withdrawn.  

Some restrictions may be relaxed between now and the end of June as part of the Government’s Pathway out of 

Lockdown, but it is difficult to see the sanatising requirements being changed. Arranging stewards for additional 

services may be both unfair and difficult to sustain from our present number of Stewards. Will you join our 

present group?  Six parishioners have recently joined husband and wife Kevin and Claire, mother and daughter 

Helen and Megan, and Megan whose baby will be baptised on Sunday and James who has been serving as a 

steward for several weeks.  

Online Streaming of Mass: and every Requiem Mass will be live 

streamed AND the Mass at 6pm on Saturday and both Masses on Sunday – 10.30 and 16.30.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

If you wish to participate at Mass please enquire with Lynne or Kathleen.  Contact Lynne on 07803-314555 

or email: lynnekellas@icloud.com or Kathleen on 07585-225837; Kathleencosgrove@btopenworld.com.  

Mass for families with children at primary school: Mass each Sunday at 10.30AM, will be celebrated for our 

children. In the preparation for Reconciliation, Holy Communion and Confirmation later this year the parish wants 

all families to experience life in the church at its fullest and best. Please try to follow this Mass from home when it 

is broadcast live so that you feel you are actually in the church with your children.  

Families with children in P3 and P7, please keep yourself fully informed about the Sacraments through the 

parish. A child who doesn’t participate in the preparation for it, will delay the celebration of the Sacrament. 

For P3 children, the Sacrament of Reconciliation will be celebrated on 25th May in two Services, 5.15pm and 

6.30pm. We will meet with the families in two sessions, 5.15pm and 6.30pm on Tuesday 27th April in the church to 

explain the Big Hug programme and your part in delivering it to your children. All children must take part in it. 

The Sacrament of Confirmation will be offered to children in P7 on 7th, 8th and 9th June at 7pm. Each child who 

wishes to receive the Sacrament should submit a Letter of Request to the Parish.  
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PRAYER INTENTION REQUESTS FROM PARISHIONERS:                                                                                                                                         

those who died recently: Cathy Jeffrey; 

those whose Month Mind or Anniversary occurs about now: Connie McGinn; Claire Jackson  [13th anniv] 

James Cavanagh; Marcella Griffin; David Benassi; Agnes & Leo Simmonds. 

Birthday Remembrance: Margaret Ness 
 

THE YEAR OF THE FAMILY 2021                    LIFE IS PARTICIPATION IN COMMUNITY. 

The Feast Day of our patron St. Brendan: is 16th May. Please read the insert to this bulletin about the invitation 

we have received to join with several other parishes throughout the world with the same patron in producing a 7 

minute video of our sense of mission and of living it out in Muirhouse. Do you have any suggestions as to what we 

should present? The invitation has been accepted; we now must fill the 7 minutes. 

SCIAF: thank you for what has been a very generous response to this year’s appeal. Many families have added notes 

to the coins which they collected in the” wee boxes”. Is it possible to supplement the value of the donations by giving a 

Gift Aid Certificate to be passed on to SCIAF? The Certificate must be dated and signed and must give your name 

and address and should contain the declaration: I am a taxpayer and have donated £x to SCIAF, Glasgow, 

under the Gift Aid Scheme. If you can give such a Certificate please do so for the sum of money you know you 

donated and deliver it to the chapel house in an envelope to be passed to SCIAF. 

Is there a family you know who could make good use of household furniture of good quality? The SVDP 

and other similar furniture projects is closed at present, but this furniture is available from a house in Wishaw. If a 

family can benefit please telephone Lindsey within office hours at 01698-355525 who will detail the items of furniture 

that are available and can arrange delivery of these items. 

Fr. Ness: thank you for the Easter Cards received and gifts given over the weekend at Easter, all of which reflect the 

great generosity of this community to me, the priest. While visiting my son for two days this last week, I was asked if I 

could commit to visiting him on his birthday later this month and to coming to the first birthday party of the twin girls 

and of Jamie in successive weeks next month. I promised I would try. Full details will be given here next week.   

Finance: The Diocese issued our Financial Profile last week for the year to 31st December 2021. 

The Levy which we pay to the Diocese to fund expenditure is 24% of our total of our weekly Collections and the Gift 

Aid Claim we make each year in April to HMRC through those who are able to join and have joined the Scheme. 

Collections last year to 31.12.2020 were:  £46662.13.    Gift Aid Claim was £7448.34.    Total £54110.47. 

The Levy is 24% of £54110.47 =   £12986.48 payable quarterly by instalments of £3246.62 - beginning immediately. 

Our debt to the Diocesan Pastoral Investment Fund stands at £18292.43. We budget to reduce this again this year.  

Many people and families are very committed in their concern for and generosity to this parish to ensure that it is 

alive and active to serve the people of Muirhouse. Thank you for this great love of the Church and of God’s people.  

The Gift Aid Scheme, as these figures show, increases significantly our income without added cost to those who join. 

Please, please - why not join if you can? Gift Aid envelopes for year 2021-22: please uplift at our Main Entrance.                                                                   

Parish 200 Club for the year 2021-22: envelope/payment can be handed in to Church or to John Campbell.   

 

 

 

  

Second Sunday within the Octave [Eight Day Celebration] of 

Easter, also known as Divine Mercy Sunday                                                        

Eleventh April 2021. 

Liturgies for this week: 

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday: Mass at 9.30 AM   -   with up to fifty 

persons attending [streamed live on our Facebook page.] 

Wednesday: Mass at 7pm with up to fifty persons attending [open to all but 

telephone to secure a place. Streamed live on our Facebook page] 

Saturday: Requiem Mass at 9.30AM for Ellen Patterson [formerly of Lodge Tower 

and latterly of a Sheltered Housing Complex located in North Motherwell] 

Vigil Mass of Sunday at 12 noon and again at 6pm. 

Sunday: Mass at 10.30AM [celebrated and presented for children and their families] 

and at 4.30pm. 

The parish’s Facebook page and Twitter feed show any changes to the schedule. 

                                                                                      

http://www.facebook.com/saintbrenrc


 

Dear Father 

Greetings from the parish family of St Brendan’s Yoker in Glasgow Scotland. 

We hope you had a wonderful celebration of the Easter liturgies and continue 

to rejoice in the spirit and joy of this Easter Season. 

Parish live moves on at a pace and already we are giving some thought to how 

we might highlight and celebrate our Patronal Feast (of St Brendan) on 16th 

May 2021. The continued social restrictions imposed by the global health crisis 

make this quite challenging. To ring the changes a little we thought it would be 

interesting and enriching to reach out in friendship and in faith to other parish 

communities who also have St Brendan as their patron. Hence the reason for 

this email. We have made contact with the following parishes: 

• St. Brendan’s Church, Craigston, Barra, Western Isles 

• St Brendan's In Bronx New York, USA 

• St Brendan’s Motherwell, Lanarkshire, Scotland 

• Our Lady and St Brendan’s Tralee, Co Kerry, Ireland 

• St Brendan’s Parish in Corby, England 

• St. Brendan Catholic Parish Central Bankstown. Australia 

We would like to make two proposals to our sister parishes. Firstly, let us 

remember one another in the prayers of our parish family. Secondly, we in St 

Brendan’s Yoker would like to put together a video which will provide insight 

into how the missionary endeavour which characterised the life of St Brendan 

is lived out in various parish settings. To that end we invite you to send us a 

little video clip (maximum of 7 minutes please) by Whats App about your 

parish missionary efforts. Please interpret this as you feel appropriate. We do 



hope that the 7-minute clip will include some input from the Pastor coupled 

with some photographs and comment from the lay faithful. The short videos 

will then be put together by one of our parishoners and the combined 

“production” can then be posted on all the parish websites and social media 

platforms. 

We do hope this proposal is appealing to you and your parishoners. In order to 

allow sufficient time for preparation of the finished product we ask that all 

items for inclusion are sent to Josephine Smith on 07986164949 by Whats App 

before the end of the day on 11th May…..wherever you are in our wonderful 

world. 

We wish you the blessings of Our Lord Jesus Christ 

Josephine Smith 

On behalf of St Brendan’s Parish Family in Yoker, Glasgow 


