
     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Easter Season 2020-21 in St. Brendan’s.  -   A focus on our parish today:            

Good Shepherd Sunday: last Sunday we published with the bulletin the teaching of the Church about the 

priesthood that comes to everyone who is baptized including everyone baptised in this parish. Pope Francis in the 

spirit of the Second Vatican Council of sixty years ago, calls on everyone to recognize and respond to and to interact 

with that understanding of priesthood in their own life.                                                                                                       

Today we reflect on and celebrate the ordained ministry of the priest and also of the Deacon -   those men [such as 

Harry McKenna, known to many as the chaplain in Wishaw General Hospital] who assist priests such as he does in 

St. Thomas’ and St. Patrick’s parishes.                                                                                                                                               

We also celebrate the vocations of those men and women in Religious Orders such as the Carmellites or the Religious 

Sisters of Charity in St. Andrew’s Hospice, Airdrie  known aa either “Sister” or “Brother.” Bishop Toal has 

published a pastoral letter for Vocations and this is included with this bulletin.    

SCIAF: the total contributed by this parish through the Lenten “Wee Box” Appeal is £1945.28 plus £200.00 donated 

through the Real Gifts programme. This total will be doubled by the Scottish Government’s contribution. Several 

parishioners have given a Gift Aid Certificate to be passed on to SCIAF, which helps the Appeal even more. If you can, give 

such a Certificate please do so for the sum of money you know you donated and deliver it to the chapel house. Remember 

the UK Government in our name has reduced by £500 million pounds the amount of overseas aid to the poorest countries 

and few are poorer than South Sudan who SCIAF are supporting this year.  The Certificate must be dated and signed 

and must give your name and address,and should contain the declaration: I am a tax payer and have donated £x to 

SCIAF, Glasgow, under the Gift Aid Scheme. Any more “wee boxes” or other donations can be handed in by the closing 

limit of our evening Mass on Wednesday.  Our funds will be remitted to SCIAF by Bankline that night.  

For our spiritual, pastoral and liturgical growth: some selections from the sayings of Pope Francis which are 

particularly helpful to us here and now:  

• To come out of this [pandemic] crisis better, we have to see clearly, choose well and act right. Let’s 

talk about how. Let’s dare to dream. What is the greatest fruit of a personal crisis? I’d say patience, 

sprinkled with a healthy sense of humour, which allows us to make space for change to happen.  

• A sign is something that stands out and strikes us. A sign of hope in this crisis is the leading role of 

women. Women have been at the same time the most affected and the most resilient in this crisis. 

Affected, because they have been on the frontline -  70% of those working in healthcare throughout 

the world are women. Resilient, because they are hard hit economically while working in the informal 

or unpaid sector [of society]. What might the Holy Spirit be saying to us through this sign? 

• We do not possess the truth so much as the truth possesses us, constantly attracting us by means of 

beauty and goodness. God is One, Good, Beautiful and True 

• The Church is a hospital for sinners, not a rest home for saints. 

• Our greatest power is not in the respect that others have for us, but the service we can offer others.  

• Sin is a rejection of the limits that love requires.  

Prayer: last week we presented the first of the 4 Dimensions [or characteristics] of the life of a Dynamic Catholic. Within a 

parish, it is time given each day for Prayer. We quoted the spiritual writer Matthew Kelly who said that every parish needs 

some prayerful giants to surround the parish with prayer. Just like a family, a parish needs giants of prayer to guide and 

protect it. They share their faith with other people and rejoice at the opportunity to do so. Here are some thoughts on God, 

Church and prayer shared from the April edition of The Messenger Magazine, by the Jesuit priests in Ireland: 

The creator of the world is never on a conference call when wish to speak to him; If you set out time to pray and stick 

to it then despite distractions, you are praying; Turn the light off from time to time and listen to the dark;              

Jesus is God’s body language; Life is 10% how you make it, but 90% how you take it;  

 

 

St. Brendan’s Church    –   our place of worship.                                                                                         

The limit of 50 on the number of parishioners at daily Mass or at Mass on Saturday and Sunday will be removed 

from Monday. Bishop Toal wrote about this in these terms to all priests yesterday:                                                                                     

First of all, whatever we do in our churches, keeping things safe for all present remains the priority, especially 

as we have been made more aware of the infectious nature of the newer variants and the possibility of others 

arriving. We shouldn’t take our guard down and indeed we should wish to demonstrate that the Catholic Church is 

at the forefront in doing all that is required to prevent any possible spread of coronavirus. 

From Monday, April 26th , the cap of 50 on the numbers attending our services (apart from weddings and funerals) 

can be lifted if the area and seating within the church permits this while respecting the two metre distancing rule 

between people from different households. A risk assessment should be carried out by the PP, assisted by the Covid 

Coordinator and volunteers [stewards], and a maximum number agreed upon. From Deacon Bill McMillan’s 

email yesterday, it seems that a time of reflection about implications and consequences of guidance being proposed 

[by the Scottish Government] would be of benefit. 

Another point discussed is the number of openings that can reasonably be expected of each church. Clearly this is 

dependent on the volunteers [stewards] available to make each opening possible. Since the registration, 

supervision, and cleaning may well last beyond the period of restricted attendance, the amount of work expected 

of volunteers [stewards] may increase and we will have to be careful not to make too many demands upon them. 

I think this needs some careful planning in each parish involving the volunteers [stewards] and a realistic 

assessment of their on-going availability. We have to have volunteers for the weekend and daily Mass 

schedules, the celebration of the sacraments, and funerals, but a fair assessment of what is possible beyond that 

is necessary. 

Our response: we take great care to provide for the safety of all who enter the church and on every occasion. We 

need the help, cooperation, patience and understanding of every parishioner and of every person in order to 

achieve this aim consistently. Please continue to give all of this very generously to provide for the safety of all.  

We are careful about the health and welfare of the stewards and the whole community is grateful for their ministry. 

No arrangement is made for any Liturgy or meeting in the church without first checking on the availability 

of the required number of stewards. Constantly we seek to increase the number of stewards to allow any 

who wish to stand down. So far, none have stood down.  

Four stewards were asked if they would give their feelings about this ministry. We know what the ministry 

is and we can see what they do but we don’t know what feelings this brings out in them. We have offered 

their description of these feelings on the reverse side of the print of the letter Bishop Toal has issued for 

Good Shepherd Sunday. In their ministry, our parish stewards serve to shepherd the community  -  literally.   

This weekend Fiona Kerrigan who had discontinued ministry as a steward to be on hand to care for her 

father in Clydebank, will resume at Mass on Sunday at 4.30. We offer our sympathy as a community to 

Fiona on the death of her father in February and we welcome her and her family back to active and fruitful 

participation in the life of this parish family.  

Last week we reported that six parishioners had joined the group of stewards and this week Kathryn 

O’Hare, Jim’s daughter has also joined. We welcome Kathryn into this level of participation in our life.    

Baptism: the baptism of the mother and baby from Vietnam Quy Thi Cu  and Leonardo, this weekend has had to 

be postponed because one of the nominated God fathers has entered a period of shielding. Claire McKeen and 

Tony McGhee have arranged the baptism of their son, Campbell next Saturday, 1st May at Mass at 9.30AM. 

Mass for families with children at primary school: Mass each Sunday at 10.30AM, will continue to be 

celebrated with our children very much in mind.  Please try to follow this Mass live from home with your children 

rather than stream it later so that all of the young people might feel part of the community of children. All families 

with children intending to celebrate any of the Sacraments in the coming weeks or months are asked to either bring 

the children to Mass - the optimum  -   or follow Mass “on line” while sitting with the children at your home.  

 

 



PRAYER INTENTION REQUESTS FROM PARISHIONERS:                                                                                                                                         

 those who died recently: Jim Samson; Maureen Devlin; Jackie Cameron.  

those whose Month Mind or Anniversary occurs about now: Charles Miller [3rd] and Margaret Miller [9th]; 

Jim Alexander [23rd]; John Currie [19th] 

Remembrance: Patricia Burns [97th birthday] Henry Douglas [72nd birthday] John Latta  [by Ann Marie] 

THE YEAR OF THE FAMILY 2021                    LIFE IS PARTICIPATION IN COMMUNITY. 

The Year of the Family -  2021  -  and the Novena to St. Joseph  22nd April to 1st May. 

THE OLD WAY OF BEING PART OF THE CHURCH HAS BEEN SWEPT AWAY BY OUR EXPERIENCE OF 

THE LAST YEAR OF CLOSURE. Every parishioner whether they participated regularly, occasionally or never in the 

spiritual, liturgical, pastoral or social life of the parish is asked to think about this now and looking into the future, 

especially those parishioner families who are presenting their children for any Sacrament  -  Baptism, Reconciliation, 

Eucharist [Holy Communion] or Confirmation. The parish follows the lead of Pope Francis and Bishop Toal by 

encouraging participation in all or at least some of the Nine Days of Prayer for all families by using the booklet 

available in the church or following on line at 9pm.  

For P3 children, the Sacrament of Reconciliation will be celebrated on 25th May in two Services, 5.15pm and 

6.30pm. To celebrate the Sacrament, each child participates in the life of the parish through the sacramental 

preparation programme used here which is known as The Big Hug, It runs for four consecutive weeks. The booklets 

have been printed and placed in folders for each child to receive, preserve and return on completion. IT IS DISTINCT 

FROM THE BOOKLET USED IN SCHOOL BY THE CHILDREN AND AT HOME FOR CATECHESIS   

Fr. Ness will meet the families of P3 children in two sessions, 5.15pm and 6.30pm on this Tuesday 27th April in the 

church to explain participation in the life of the parish as the justification and the basis for each of the Sacraments and 

to explain in outline the Big Hug programme which will start on 2nd May.  Families in the alphabetical grouping 

A-Mc should come at 5. 15pm. Families in the alphabetical grouping M-Z should follow at 6.30pm. These are 

the same times for the celebration of the Sacrament on 25th May BUT NOT THE SAME GROUPINGS OF 

CHILDREN. Mrs. Oates will allocate the children between these two groups. A maximum of three persons from 

each family can attend both the meetings and the celebration of the Sacrament. 

Families with children please tell us if you wish to resume at Mass, either midweek or on Sunday or at either of 

the Saturday Vigil Masses. Please notify Lynne or Kathleen.  Contact Lynne on 07803-314555 or email: 

lynnekellas@icloud.com or Kathleen on 07585-225837; Kathleencosgrove@btopenworld.com. We will ensure 

that your desire as a family to resume at Mass is met by arrangements made within our parish family.   

Feast Day of our patron St. Brendan: is 16th May. We have been asked to join with several other parishes across the 

world with the same patron in producing a 7 minute video of our sense of mission and of living it out in Muirhouse. 

The first suggestion offered: a group of children from the parish filmed singing the hymn to St. Brendan written by Mr 

and Mrs. McAlinden with the framed music and lyrics displayed for other parishes to use. All children wishing to sing 

on video to provided and provide this contribution should let Fr. Ness know.   

Mass at 7pm on Wednesday: several families are coming consistently with their children to this Mass. They offer an 

example of spiritual energy and pure goodness which we invite all other families to follow in the spring evenings.                                                                   

Parish 200 Club for the year 2021-22: envelope/payment can be handed in to Church or to John Campbell.   

 

 

 

  

Fourth Sunday of the Liturgical Season of Easter.                 

Good Shepherd Sunday. Sunday with prayers for Vocations.                                                                    

Twentyfifth April 2021. 

Liturgies for this week: 

Monday, Tuesday, and Friday: Mass at 9.30 AM   -   [streamed live on our Facebook 

page.] 

Wednesday: Mass ONLY at 7pm [NOT 9.30am] [Streamed live on our Facebook page] 

Thursday: 10AM Requiem Mass for Jim Samson [open to thirty parishioners 

to join at the request of Bertha, Lynne and Tracey with their family] 

Saturday: Vigil Mass of Sunday at 12 noon and again at 6pm. 

Sunday: Mass at 10.30AM [celebrated and presented for children with their families] 

and at 4.30pm. 

 

The parish’s Facebook page and Twitter feed show any changes to the schedule. 

                                                                                      

mailto:lynnekellas@icloud.com
mailto:Kathleencosgrove@btopenworld.com
http://www.facebook.com/saintbrenrc


The Feelings of Four of the Stewards: 

"The restrictions as a result of the covid pandemic on our church has been significant. I 

initially I thought the impact would be devastating on all social and spiritual aspects of our 

church. Whilst this was true, particularly during the first lockdown, I realised that in fact it 

opened me up to a new and more meaningful realisation of our church community. 

Undertaking stewarding duties, I realised that I was helping and supporting parishioners and 

this has been so rewarding for me. It feels good to know that I am helping to keep people safe 

when attending the services. I believe St Brendan’s must be one of the most covid safe 

parishes and it has been down to teamwork, dedication and spiritual strength. It has also 

helped me get to know everyone that little better, with an ever strengthening sense of family. 

All services are much more intimate now and I have learned so much more from readings and 

prayers. I think this is also true of the sacraments for the children over the past year." 

 

I am delighted to be part of the team of Stewards who serve the St. Brendan’s community, a 
community that I am grateful to be part of again. 

I think it is vital that we follow all the protocols set out to ensure the safety of our 
parishioners as they return to Mass and the numbers allowed to attend at Mass increases.  

I lost s great aunt at the very beginning of lockdown and we were unable to have any kind of 
[funeral] service for her. I will always offer to serve as a steward at a funeral service so that 
no one else has to deal with that situation.  

 

 

I enjoy very much being a steward. The community spirit within this group of people make 

me feel closer to this parish than ever before. A total sense of community.   The telephone 

ministry which was named PhoneBrendans went well with everyone whom I called being 

very receptive.  

 

 

 

 

I have been a parishioner of St Brendan's parish but never felt as if I was part of it. Becoming 

a steward during this pandemic has gave me a sense of belonging to our caring parish 

community this has encouraged my faith.  

 

PhoneBrendan's was such a privilege and honour. Speaking to people, listening to them too, 

and finishing our call with a prayer was very rewarding and emotional. 
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21st April 2021 
 
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 
I hope this finds you well. I thank all who have been praying for my mother in her recent illness. She is 
recovering and appreciates your supportive prayers. 
 
This coming Sunday, 4th Sunday of Easter, is Good Shepherd Sunday, which the Church keeps as our Day of 
Prayer for Vocations. I invite you all to offer your prayers on this day for Vocations to the ordained ministry 
and consecrated life. In his message for this Vocations Sunday, Pope Francis speaks of St Joseph, calling him 
protector of vocations: 
 
“ I like to think, then, of Saint Joseph, the protector of Jesus and of the Church, as the protector of  Vocations. 
In fact, from his willingness to serve comes his concern to protect. The Gospel tells us that “ Joseph got up, 
took the child and his mother by night” (Mt 2:14), thus revealing his prompt concern for the good of his family. 
He wasted no time over things he could not control, in order to give  full attention to those entrusted to his 
care. Such thoughtful concern is the sign of a true vocation, the testimony of a life touched by The love of 
God. What a beautiful example of Christian life we give when we refuse to pursue our ambitions or indulge in 
our illusions, but instead care for what the Lord has entrusted to us through the Church! God then pours out 
his Spirit and creativity upon us; he works wonders in us as he did in Joseph.” 
 
On this Vocations Sunday I ask the protection of St Joseph on those of Motherwell Diocese preparing for 
service in the Church as priests and permanent deacons. Two men will be ordained deacons this year  - 
Christopher Morris, one of our seminarians in St Mary’s College, Oscott, will be ordained in Oscott on 6th June 
by Archbishop Bernard Longley; and Michael Meechan  will be accepted as a candidate and ordained as a 
permanent deacon later in the year. I ask your prayers for them both as they prepare for ordination.  Likewise 
I ask your prayers for our other seminarians in Rome (Christopher Furmage,  Ronan McQuade and Kieran 
Burt) and in Oscott (Colum Martin), as well as Christopher Igwe who will go to Oscott in September, and 
three others who will hopefully join the Propaedeutic Period in January 2022. Along with Michael Meechan, 
the Diocese has two other men preparing for the permanent diaconate – Kevin Kirby and Stuart Dick, both 
of St Vincent’s in East Kilbride. If anyone reading this feels called to the priesthood or diaconate, and indeed 
to religious life, please make yourself known to your PP, who will assist you in your initial discernment and 
help you approach the Diocesan Vocations’ Directors or an appropriate Religious Congregation. 
 
Having mentioned St Vincent’s, East Kilbride, I ask for your continued prayers also for its parish priest, Fr Ivan 
Boyle, who has been unwell in recent times. We wish him a speedy recovery  
 
With my prayers and best wishes, 
 
Yours in Christ, 

 
+ Joseph Toal 

Diocesan Centre 
Coursington Road 
Motherwell 
ML1  1PP 

Rt Rev. Joseph Toal  STB KC*HS         

  Bishop of  Motherwell                          

  


